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# Question Answer 

1 Considering developing countries, which still 
lack the technology in waste management, 
wouldn't the concept of circular economy be 
more relevant for developed countries right 
now? Also, these countries end up receiving a 
huge portion of the waste from developed 
countries, especially E-waste which these 
countries have no idea how to handle? 

Jelmer: Developed countries should not 
export waste unless it can be properly 
processed by the receiving countries. The 
Chinese bans on the import of waste can 
help stimulate a search for actual 
solutions, avoiding that countries export 
materials which are difficult to process. 
      
Jürg: The fact that a good portion of waste 
is shipped to (& processed in) developing 
countries underlines the validity to take a 
consumer-based approach: Sending 
countries should remain responsible for 
emissions from their waste in receiving 
countries.  
 

2 Great seeing more comprehensive views! 
However Territorial #CarbonEfficiency is not yet 
addressed and circular economy still illustrated 
with a residual incineration - but what burns is 
Carbon - inefficiently to the extent of included 
moisture - refining those residues would unlock 
#CarbonCircularity! Why is it always left out - as 
well as the non-managed residues of natural 
residues rotting. 

Jelmer: The circular economy aims to 
avoid waste altogether, preferably by 
retaining value at product, rather than 
material level. Incineration and landfilling 
are last resort options and should be 
avoided. 
 
Closing nutrient cycles and bringing 
valuable organic carbon back into the 
agricultural system are an important part 
of the work that we do. 

3 What are the methods, which are adopted to 
quantify the factors like international flights? 

Jürg: Quite straightforward in terms of 
statistics for imported/sold kerosene x 
CO2-equivalent. Then, some sources are 
increasing (doubling) the accounted for 
CO2equivalent, since CO2-emissions in the 
stratosphere has much higher GHG-effect.  
 

4 What factors decide how much financial 
assistance a developed country receives as 
climate finance? 

Jürg: There are no rules or “proportions” 
in terms of which country should receive 
how much climate finance. - The Paris 
Agreement only obliged developed 
countries to together provide increased 
new & additional finance (from a various 
sources) in the amount of at least 100 
billion US$ per year (starting 2021) for 



developed countries most in need of 
mitigation & adaptation measures.  

5 I'm an Environmental Consultant based in 
Kenya. What are the incentives for Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) commitments in 
reducing their CO2 Footprints? 

Jürg: These days, emissions reductions 
through efficiency improvements often 
pay back higher (in terms of reduced costs 
for fuel or resources) than the costs of the 
investments.  

6 What is the share of other developed nations 
like the US or economies like China? 

Jürg: A good and interactive source of 
data e.g. is the following: 
http://www.globalcarbonatlas.org/en/CO
2-emissions  
Jelmer: Global carbon footprints per year, 
per capita, accumulated: 
https://ourworldindata.org/co2-and-
other-greenhouse-gas-emissions 
Country size adjusted for its carbon 
footprint: 
https://worldmapper.org/maps/carbon-
emissions-2015/  
Consumption-based emissions: 
https://ourworldindata.org/global-
inequalities-co2-consumption  
 

7 What are the lessons that can be learned for a 
developing country from what Switzerland has 
learnt with regards to meeting its NDC? 

Jürg: Just to note: Switzerland is not on 
track to meet its NDC (2030 target) at 
present (see e.g. here). - In any case, the 
basis for planning & striving towards 
emission reductions / NDC is a 
combination of (a) good & reliable data 
and (b) political will. These days, technical 
barriers are less and less important (in 
other words: We have the technology and 
often “just” lack political will).  

8 A client using coal to fuel their processes asked 
me to recommend how they can adopt circular 
economy. Please assist. 

Jelmer: What comes to mind are the use 
of renewables, energy efficiency or 
perhaps switch to low-carbon alternatives 
like gas. It is hard to be specific without 
more context.   

10 With different companies adopting circular 
economy models, how can governments verify 
the processes adopted are indeed better? What 
can build trust and draw attention to recycled 
goods? 

Jelmer: That is a very good point. At the 
national level the metrics proposed in the 
Gap report or recent report on Austria can 
help track progress. 
Whether the process is indeed better 
requires more detailed information 
though, to answer questions like: does 
resource efficiency not create more 
pollution elsewhere? 

http://www.globalcarbonatlas.org/en/CO2-emissions
http://www.globalcarbonatlas.org/en/CO2-emissions
https://ourworldindata.org/co2-and-other-greenhouse-gas-emissions
https://ourworldindata.org/co2-and-other-greenhouse-gas-emissions
https://worldmapper.org/maps/carbon-emissions-2015/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/carbon-emissions-2015/
https://ourworldindata.org/global-inequalities-co2-consumption
https://ourworldindata.org/global-inequalities-co2-consumption
https://klimalog.die-gdi.de/ndc/#NDCExplorer/worldMap?INDC??climatechangemitigation???cat15
https://www.shiftingparadigms.nl/projects/circular-economy-strategies-would-tip-balance-in-battle-against-dangerous-climate-change/
https://www.circle-economy.com/circularity-gap-report-austria


Standards and regulations can help build 
trust that recycled goods contain no 
pollutants from their earlier lives. Next to 
this, there are often cultural barriers to re-
use and recycling. 

11 In last 3 years which industry / sector (globally) 
has really actually worked towards GHG 
emission reduction? Any data on that? 

Jelmer: Land use change emissions have 
certainly been higher in some earlier 
years. This you can see from the 2018 
GHG trends report from PBL.  
Next to this, the Montreal Protocol has 
effectively helped reduce the emission of 
ozone depleting substances which also 
contribute to climate change, like HFCs.  

12 With sophisticated technology invested by 
companies to switch to more durable and easily 
recycled goods, wouldn't it consequently lead to 
higher prices? If consumers don’t consciously 
switch to responsible choices, wouldn't it lead to 
smaller companies cashing in on the reluctance 
of customers to pay higher prices? 

Jelmer: That is a very valid concern. 
Investments in circular technologies often 
depend on consumer willingness to pay a 
premium, the effective marketing of 
sturdy and durable products and/or 
government policies which raise the bar 
for all producers alike.  

13 How do we involve communities to actively 
participate in circular economy 

Jelmer: Very often communities are 
already participating. This we again saw in 
Almaty as well, where there are initiatives 
n organic food production, improving 
recycling, or build new playgrounds with 
secondary materials (see:, from 8 July). In 
the Netherlands, the independent Pakhuis 
de Zwijger is a platform which helps 
disseminate circular ideas and initiatives, 
while supporting a public debate on social 
and environmental issues.  

14 Do we have the mechanisms to calculate or 
quantify the ecosystem services? 

Jürg: In terms of ecosystems as sinks for 
GHG emissions you mean? - There are 
several approaches (Try a Google-Search)  

15 Policy interventions at the level of municipalities 
which can promote the circularity at city level 
should be supported at national level too. 

Jelmer: Indeed. Cities have an important 
role but for some aspects rely on the 
national government. National 
governments typically determine the tax 
regime in which cities operate and make 
choices like whether to stimulate or 
discourage fossil fuel use, resource 
extraction or use, repair activities etc. 

16 Any recommendations for SIDS in the Caribbean 
that are 90% dependent on tourism for foreign 
exchange. So Linear in nature. Can a small island 
that is dry and dependent on import and foreign 
currencies ever become circular? You could use 

Jelmer: The IADB launched a blue or 
circular economy initiative in the 
Caribbean under their Sustainable Islands 
Initiative. Tourism is challenging and flight 
emissions continue increasing. Earlier in 

https://www.pbl.nl/en/publications/trends-in-global-co2-and-total-greenhouse-gas-emissions-2018-report
https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/2017-07/UNIDO_leaflet_07_MontrealProtocolEvolves_170126_0.pdf
https://bit.ly/2YsM0C4
https://dezwijger.nl/over-ons/about-us/
https://dezwijger.nl/over-ons/about-us/
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&channel=crow&ei=OScaXc6dPMOSmwW9vI7ACw&q=quantifying+ecosystem+services+GHG+&oq=quantifying+ecosystem+services+GHG+&gs_l=psy-ab.3...38268.42588..45748...0.0..0.150.1494.2j11......0....1..gws-wiz.......0i22i30.ChMNVRGSYR8


the Southern Dutch islands as example (Aruba, 
Curacao, Bonaire). 

Lao PDR we also looked at the tourism 
sector. 
An approach could be to map out the 
metabolism of these islands and convene 
stakeholders and experts to identify 
circular opportunities. Perhaps trying to 
substitute imported materials with bio-
based, marine alternatives.  

17 How feasible is climate funding? how will the 
country keep tabs on how the funds are used 
and used well? 

Jürg: Climate Finance is an obligation 
enshrined in the Paris Agreement, and 
yearly bilateral contribution (directly from 
industrial to developing countries) or 
multilateral payments (via the Green 
Climate Fund and other instruments) are 
steadily increasing. - See e.g. here. Please 
note though that not all that is called 
“climate finance” actually is real finance 
flowing from North to South. Especially for 
adaptation measures, there are still big 
gaps, see e.g. UNEP’s Adaptation Gap 
Report here.  
 
How a recipient country is (or should be) 
keeping track of climate finance enabled 
measures is not prescribed in the Paris 
Agreement; yet it usually is part of the 
agreement between the recipient country 
and the “donor entity”.  

18 For the countries who have a very low price of 
carbon credits or very few practices of 
measuring carbon emissions, would it be any 
problem for moving towards circular economy? 

Jelmer: A carbon price can help a 
transition to a circular economy. Where 
there are few climate policies in place, the 
circular economy can also find merit in 
reducing dependence on imported goods 
and materials, addressing environmental 
issues, stimulating local production which 
use secondary materials or even job 
creation.  
Even for resource exporting countries, 
resource efficiency can be justified as a 
means to direct more resources to exports 
where margins are often higher. 

 

https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/climate-and-disaster-resilience-/circular-economy-strategies-for-lao-pdr.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjW1pj6g5TjAhVPxKYKHW_eBQ0QFjAGegQICBAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenclimate.fund%2F&usg=AOvVaw1bOGy86rLdkkvcngOw18yT
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjW1pj6g5TjAhVPxKYKHW_eBQ0QFjAGegQICBAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenclimate.fund%2F&usg=AOvVaw1bOGy86rLdkkvcngOw18yT
http://www.climatefinancelandscape.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/adaptation-gap-report
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