
 

 

 
REGIONAL NDC DIALOGUE FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

 
Conference Rooms 2, 3 and 4, United Nations Conference Centre (UNCC), Bangkok, Thailand 

2-3 September 2019 
 
Context 
 
We have a rapidly shrinking window of time to accelerate action or we risk our planet into 
catastrophic consequences. According to the IPCC, to limit the global temperature rise below 1.5oC, 
global GHG emissions must peak in 2020, then fall quickly by half in 2030 and reach net-zero 
emissions by mid-century. Simultaneously, scaled up efforts to significantly increase adaptation and 
resilience of the most vulnerable must be in place now. To achieve this, we need to transform our 
economic and social development at an unprecedented scale and pace across all societies. It 
requires scaling up usage of a wide range of innovative technologies, massive shift in behavioral 
change and, importantly in investment patterns across all sectors at all levels. 
 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agreement present an unprecedented 
opportunity to transform our development pathways at an unprecedented scale and pace across all 
societies. However, currently these NDCs do not effectively keep warming below 1.5oC nor 
sufficiently strengthen resilience to address impacts. Countries are now in the process of preparing 
second-round NDCs with increased coverage, clarity, and ambition – as well as long-term, low-GHG 
emission development strategies – ahead of the 2020 deadline. 
 
2019-2020 is a critical period and presents a window of opportunity that we cannot miss. Several 
significant events will take place during this period, which all aim to help re-energize countries’ 
efforts, raise ambition and make concrete commitments for climate action. Among these events are 
the UNDP-UNFCCC Regional NDC Dialogues which aims to provide a platform for countries and key 
partners to share knowledge and foster cooperation in support of NDC implementation and 
enhancement.  
 
The large majority of countries in Asia, Pacific and Arab States have started implementing mitigation 
and adaptation components of their NDC. By aligning NDC activities with Sustainable Development 
Goals, a number of countries create incentives for policy makers to take climate action that fosters 
at the same time significant socio-economic and equitable transformational pathways.  
 
Dialogue Goal and Objectives 
 
The Dialogue is one of three in the UNDP/UNFCCC dialogue series that is taking place this year 
during regional Climate Weeks with the goal of increasing momentum for more ambitious and 
accelerated climate action. In doing so, the event serves as a contribution to the UN Secretary 
General’s Climate Action Summit taking place on 23 September 2019 and COP25.  
 
The event will also seek to build on the outcomes of last year’s NDC Dialogue for Asia and the Arab 
States, which was held from 3-5 October 2018 in Bangkok, as well as the recent Global NDC 
Conference held from 11-14 June 2019 in Berlin, Germany. In particular, the dialogue will apply a 
similar gender strategy as previously done in the past dialogues, which entails taking a multi-
pronged approach to ensuring gender equality and women’s empowerment is a salient and cross-
cutting theme throughout the sessions of the dialogue. As such, “gender voices” who are actors 

https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/ndc-events/global-and-regional/regional-ndc-dialogue-for-asia-and-arab-states.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/ndc-events/global-and-regional/regional-ndc-dialogue-for-asia-and-arab-states.html
https://globalndcconference.org/ndc-2019/about/
https://globalndcconference.org/ndc-2019/about/


 

 

integrating gender equality aspects within the NDC process, will participate in various sessions and 
breakout groups of the dialogue to offer a gender lens by asking questions, sharing examples, 
differing perspectives and reflections. 

The dialogue is made possible through UNDP’s NDC Support Programme, which is financed by the 
European Commission and the governments of Germany and Spain, and GIZ. It serves as a 
contribution to the NDC Partnership. Specifically, the Dialogue has the following objectives:  

• Enhance the capacities of participating countries to prepare to update and enhance their 
NDCs, building on lessons learned and progress to date in implementing initial NDCs. 

• Identify solutions to specific political, technical and financial related challenges countries 
are facing in implementing and enhancing NDCs; 

• Provide a forum for peer-to-peer learning and exchange of national experiences related to 
NDC implementation and enhancement, including its alignment with the SDG processes and 
incorporation of gender equality dimension and whole-of-society engagement; 

• Provide a platform for linking national/regional interests with the international NDC 
process, and for strengthening existing and/or establishing new partnerships and 
commitments for ambitious climate action that help meet the goals of the Paris Agreement 
and the 2030 Agenda  

 
Key messages and outcome of this dialogue will feed into the high-level segment of the AP Climate 
Week on September 4 “NDC implementation: Raising Ambition” session. 
 
Tentative Agenda 
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DAY 1: Monday, 2 September 

8:00 – 9:00 Registration 

Session 1: Welcome and Introduction 

9:00 – 9:30  
 
Conference 
Room: 2 
 
Format: Plenary 
with Keynotes 

Objective: Welcoming participants and provide high-level overview of agenda and 
expected outcomes of the dialogue. 
 
Remarks by: 

- Ms. Valerie Cliff, Deputy Regional Director for Asia & the Pacific and Director of 
Bangkok Regional Hub, UNDP 

- Mr. William Agyemang-Bonsu, Manager, Mitigation and Transparency Support, 
Mitigation, Data and Analysis Programme, UNFCCC Secretariat 
 

Session 2: Global context and implications for the region 

9:30 – 11:00 
 
Conference 
Room: 2 
 
Format: Plenary 
with 
Presentations and 
Panel discussion 
 
Facilitator:  
Mr. William 
Agyemang-Bonsu, 
UNFCCC 
Secretariat 

Objective: Discussing the outcomes of COP-24, the Talanoa Dialogue, and SB50 and the 
roadmap to SG Climate Action Summit and COP25. The session will highlight key NDC-
related outcomes and implications for the region, in the context of the needs for 
parties to communicate the second-round of NDCs ahead of the 2020 deadline. 
 
Part 1: Presentations (40mns) 

• Outcome of SB50 and the road to COP25 by Bernd Hackmann, UNFCCC 
Secretariat 

• Status of NDC implementation in the Region by Susanne Olbrisch, Climate 
Policy Specialist, UNDP 

 
Part 2: Panel discussion - implications for the Regions (50mns) 
Moderated by Mr. William Agyemang-Bonsu, UNFCCC Secretariat 

• Hongpeng Liu, Director of the Energy Division in UNESCAP  

• Nilesh Prakash, Head of Climate Change & International Cooperation, Ministry 
of Economy, Government of the Republic of Fiji  

• Bolormaa Enkhbat, Associate Professional, Green Climate Fund (GCF)  

• Leena Wokeck, Strategy. Engagement. Facilitation. Futureways 

• John Leo Algo, Global Youth Ambassador for Climate Change, IAMSAM 

Foundation 

• Robert Bradley, Director Knowledge and Research, NDC Partnership 

 

11:00 – 11:30  Coffee Break 

Session 3: Current status - Progress on NDC implementation: Green Jobs and Local Investments 

11:30 – 13:00 
 
Conference 
Room: 2 
 
Format: breakout 
sessions - 
roundtable 
discussions + 
report to plenary 
 
Facilitator: Walid 
Ali, UNDP 

Objective: The session will explore how NDC implementation can help create green 
jobs and local investments. 
 
Contributions will be made by: 

• International Labour Organization (ILO): Cristina Martinez, Senior Specialist, 
Environment and Decent Work and Dr Elena Gerasimova, Pacific Office 

• The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI): Abhishek Kaushik, Associate 
Fellow, Centre for Global Environment Research 

• Philippines: Joe Mari S. Francisco, Development Management Officer/Protocol 
Officer, Climate Change Commission 

 
The examples from countries may be illustrative for other countries on how to 
promote local green employment and local investment contributing to NDC 
implementation. 



 

 

13:00 – 14:00  Lunch 

Session 4: Going forward – NDCs as Stepping Stones for Long-Term Sustainable Development 

14:00 – 15:30 
 
Conference 
Room: 2 
 
Format: plenary 
 
Facilitator: Rohini 
Kohli, UNDP 

Objective: This session will discuss where we need to go globally in the context of the 
Paris Agreement’s and explore what net zero-emission and resilient development looks 
like for the Asia and the Pacific region. The session will then drill down to the national 
level and look at countries’ visions for long-term sustainable development and at NDCs 
and NAPs as 5-year stepping-stones toward these long-term visions. Finally, it will 
explore implications for 2020, including opportunities and anticipated challenges in 
preparing (or updating) countries’ next NDCs. 
 
Part 1:  

• Video Statement from Bridgette Burkholder, Pathway 2050 highlighting the purpose 

and benefits of long-term strategies and provide a snapshot of where countries 

stand with their LTS. 

• Presentation by Bill Hare, Director, Climate Analytics 

 
Part 2: Interactive dialogue with 4 country representatives 
Moderated by Ms. Rohini Kohli, Lead Technical Specialist for NAP 
 

• Angeline Heine-Reimers, Director/National Energy Office, Marshall Islands 

• Shreejana Bhusal, Section Officer/Ministry of Forest and Environment, Nepal 

• Sayyora Abdullaeva, Leading Engineer, Department for Transboundary Monitoring 
of Environment Pollution/Hydrometeorological Service, Uzbekistan 

• Allaudin Mohammad, Joint Secretary/ Power Division/Ministry of Power, Energy 
and Mineral Resources, Bangladesh 
 

15:30 – 16:00  Coffee Break  

Session 5: Thematic Deep Dive 

16:00 – 17:30 
 
Format: Parallel 
breakout sessions 

Objective: This session will explore opportunities for acceleration and raising ambition 
of climate action in three priority themes related to NDCs in the region and how these 
opportunities can enhance the next generation of NDCs. Discussions will also focus on 
opportunities for mobilizing finance in these thematic contexts. 

Energy Efficiency Asia 
Facilitated by IRENA 
(Badariah Yosiyana, 
IRENA) 
Conference Room 2 

Nature-based Solutions  
Facilitated by UNDP (Dario 
Vespertino) & FAO (Beau 
Damen) 
Conference Room 3 

Resilience and Adaptation 
Facilitated by UNDP (Yusuke 
Taishi) 
Conference Room 4 

Country representatives 
and other participants 
will come together to 
explore concrete 
opportunities for 
mainstreaming climate 
change in the context of 
energy transition related 
to NDCs in Asia. 

Nature Based Solutions for 
agriculture, forestry and 
land-use in Asia and the 
Pacific, and their 
contribution to achieve 
NDC. Requirements for 
implementation and 
financing of NBS in the 
agricultural and land use 
sector. 
Speakers: 

• FAO: Beau Damen 

• UNDP: Dario 
Vespertino 

• China/New Zealand: 

Interactive dialogue among 
participating countries about 
their experience of 
implementing resilience and 
adaptation related actions as 
per the first NDC, and what 
they are intending to 
strengthen in their updated 
NDC 
Speakers: 

• Fiji: Ravulo S Naulumatua, 
Project Coordinator 
Climate Change Disaster 
Risk Management Officer, 
Ministry for Women 



 

 

name 

• Indonesia: Yulia 
Suryanti, Deputy 
Director for Climate 
Mitigation Action, 
Monitoring Section, 
Ministry of 
Environment and 
Forestry 

• International Center for 
Environmental 
Management (ICEM): 
name 

Children & Poverty 
Alleviation 

• Tajikistan: Hasanov 
Sadam, Chief Specialist of 
the International 
Department of the 
Agency for 
Hydrometeorology  
Committee for 
Environmental Protection 

• Cambodia: Chanthoeun 
Heng, Deputy Director, 
Department of Climate 
Change, Ministry of 
Environment 

• Mongolia: Dr. Batjargal 
Zamba, focal point for 
UNFCCC, GCF and AF 

17:30 – Day 1 Closes at 17:30   

 
DAY 2: Tuesday, 3 September 

9:00 – 9:10 
Conference Room: 2 
Facilitator: Susanne 
Olbrisch, UNDP 
 

Summary of Day 1 and Introduction to Day 2 

Session 6: Energy as a Key Sector for NDC implementation  

9:10 - 10: 40 
 
Format: Parallel 
breakout sessions 

Objective: This session will explore opportunities for acceleration and raising 
ambition of climate action in the Energy sector in the region and how these 
opportunities can enhance the next generation of NDCs. Discussions will also 
focus on opportunities for mobilizing finance in these thematic issues 

Integrated planning and 
modelling for resilience 
and smart energy use 
Facilitated by Climate 
Works Australia (Megan 
Argyriou) 
Conference Room 2 

Raising ambition in the 
energy sector  
Facilitated by LEDS GP 
(Ron Benioff, Carishma 
Gokhale-Welch) 
Conference Room 3 

Addressing energy 
challenges in the Pacific 
Region 
Facilitated by IRENA 
(Arieta Gonelevu Rakai) 
Conference 4 

 The session will explore 
best practices, including 
examples from Vietnam 
on modelling impacts of 
NDC implementation as 
well as a SMART 
Resilience tool used 
Speakers: 

• Climate Works 
Australia: Megan 
Argyriou 

• Vietnam: name 

• Yemen: Shuaib 
Alzaghir, Chief of 
Technical Office, 

The session focuses on 
energy sector NDC 
leadership and examples 
of country actions with 
time for table discussion 
on how other countries 
can build support for 
more ambitious goals 
and actions. 
Speakers: 

• LEDS GP and NREL: 
Ron Benioff 

• Asia LEDS 
Partnership: Soumya 
Chaturvedula 

Participants will explore 
concrete opportunities 
for mainstreaming 
climate change 
(mitigation and 
adaptation) in the 
context of energy 
transition related to 
NDCs in the Pacific. 



 

 

Ministery of Planning 
& International 
development, 
Yemen: presenting on 
solar energy 

• China (tbc): Duan 
Hongxia, Institute for 
Environment and 
Sustainable 
Development 

• LEDS GP and NREL: 
Carishma Gokhale-
Welch 

10:40 – 10:55 Coffee Break 

Session 7: Innovative mechanisms for NDC Financing 

10:55 - 12: 40 
 
Conference Room 2:  
 
Format: Plenary 
follows by Parallel 
breakout sessions 

Objectives: This session will focus specifically on mechanisms that can be used to 
fund NDC implementation. It is aimed at building a wider understanding of 
potential finance solutions: how they work in practice, why they are effective to 
unlock funding for climate actions, and how they could work in different country 
contexts. 
 
Part 1: (30mns) 
Video statement on NDC financing by Mattias Frumerie, Director, Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, Global agenda department, Climate group, Stockholm, 
Government of Sweden 
 
Presentation by Robert Bradley and Skylar Bee on the NDC Partnership Climate 
Action Enhancement Package (CAEP) and the Knowledge Portal resources on 
climate finance (30mns) 
 
Part 2: breakout sessions (75 mns) 

Mobilizing the Private 
Sector to Accelerate NDC 
Implementati on 
Facilitated by 
GIZ/Futureways (Leena 
Wokeck) 
Conference Room 2 

Green Bonds 
Facilitated by ADB 
(Tristan Knowles, 
Private Sector Team) 
Conference Room 3 

Islamic Finance 
Facilitated by UNDP 
(Tiara Utami) and 
Indonesia (Eka Hendra 
Permana) 
Conference Room 4 

This session will engage 
private sector experts to 
offer insights on common 
practices, innovative 
leaders, drivers, successes, 
and challenges for 
businesses and capital 
markets to act and invest in 
ways that accelerate NDC 
implementation. They will 
engage in an interactive 
discussion on policy 
options, engagement 
channels, and effective 
strategies for catalyzing 
private investment in 
resilient, low-carbon 
development that is in line 
with the goals of the Paris 
Agreement. 
Speakers:  

How green bonds are 
helping to drive 
greater investment 
into climate relevant 
areas – including 
those highlighted in 
the NDCs – and 
sharing experiences 
from different 
countries. 

This session will 
elaborate on how best to 
leverage Islamic Finance 
to unlock new and 
innovative financing for 
NDC. In recent years, we 
are seeing increasing 
practice of Islamic 
finance mechanism to 
finance climate actions. 
These include of regular 
issuance of the corporate 
green Sukuk in Malaysia, 
the world’s first 
sovereign Green Sukuk 
by Indonesian 
government and 
supported by UNDP, as 
well as world’s first SDGs 
Sukuk by a corporate 
Bank. 



 

 

• Ingo Puhl, Co-Founder 
of the South Pole Group 

• Eileen Gallagher, 
Manager Climate 
Change at Business for 
Social Responsibility 
(BSR) 

• Yuki Yasui, Asia Pacific 
Co-ordination Manager, 
UNEP Finance Initiative 

Speakers: 

• Eka Hendra Permana, 
Deputy Director, 
Climate Finance 
Fiscal Policy, Fiscal 
Policy Agency, 
Ministry of Finance 

• Cedric Rimaud, 
ASEAN Programme 
Manager, Climate 
Bonds Initiative 

• Tiara Azarine Utomo, 
Sustainable Finance 
Support Specialist, 
Innovative Finance 
Lab, UNDP Indonesia 

• Evelyne Batamuliza, 
UNDP Bangkok 
Regional Hub 
(moderator). 

12:40 – 13:40 Lunch 

13:40-14:00 
 
Conference Room: 2 
 

Recap of breakout sessions in sessions 7 and 8 

Session 8: Standing Challenge Buster - Developing Solutions for NDC Implementation 

14:00 – 15:00 
 
Conference Room: 2 
 
Format: interactive 
exercise with ~10-15 
groups 
 
Facilitators: various 
focal points from 
UNDP and UNFCCC 
 

This session provides participants with an opportunity to address a specific, 
ongoing challenge that they are currently facing related to NDC implementation 
in their country and to develop practical advice and approaches for solutions. 
Participants will work in small groups, each focusing on a challenge identified by a 
participant country. The challenge will be presented by the country then other 
colleagues in the group will offer solutions/feedback to advise the country in 
overcoming the challenge. 

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee Break 

Session 9: Collaboration strategies and whole of society approach towards NDC implementation and 
enhancement 

15:30 – 17:00 
 
Conference Room: 2 
 
Format: breakout 
sessions – roundtable 
discussions, report 
back to plenary 
 
Facilitators: Ian Ponce, 
Kay Merce, Megumi 
Endo, UNFCCC 

Objectives: The session is to discuss within the specific regional contexts how to 
replicate enablers and overcome barriers for integrated approaches and multi-
stakeholder governance. The session aims to sharing experiences and identify 
opportunities to help national level policymakers to formulate NDCs that take 
into account non-Party stakeholder inputs and efforts to enable more holistic 
implementation and a whole of society approach. 
 
Intro and Scene setting: 

• Moderator: Ian Ponce, Programme Officer, UNFCCC 

• Soumya Chaturvedula, Deputy Regional Director, ICLEI 

• Harjeet Singh, Global lead on climate change, ActionAid 



 

 

• Viet Nam (tbc) 

 Breakout sessions leading by non-party stakeholders: 

• Ahmad Zabri Bin Mohamed Sarajudin, Head of the Crisis Management 

Department, Seberang Perai City Council, Malaysia 

• Soumya Chaturvedula, Deputy Regional Director, ICLEI South Asia  

• Christopher Dekki, Senior Associate, SLoCaT 

• Piriya Piriyakrit, YouthEN (tbc) 

• Damandeep Singh, CDP, Director, India (tbc) 

• Harjeet Singh, Global lead on climate change, ActionAid 

Session 10: Looking Forward: The Road to 2020 

17:00 – 17:30 
 
Conference Room: 2 
 
Format: Plenary 
 
Facilitator: Mr. William 
Agyemang-Bonsu, 
Manager, UNFCCC 
Secretariat 
 

Objective: This session focuses on capturing insights from the dialogue and 
identify possible next steps for action in the context of 2020 NDCs and the 
regions’ contributions to the Paris Agreement’s long-term goals. 
 
Participants to capture two key takeaways and follow up actions from the 
Dialogue. 
 
Closing remarks: 
- H.E. Raweewan Bhuridej, Secretary-General, Office of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Policy and Planning, Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment, Thailand 

- Mr. Alexander Raubold, Counsellor, Economic and Commercial Affairs, 
German Embassy 

- Mr. Jaco Cilliers, Chief of Regional Policy and Programme Support Division, 
UNDP Bangkok Regional Hub 
 

17:30 End of Dialogue  

 


