
Implementing Trinidad and Tobago’s
NATIONALLY DETERMINED CONTRIBUTION (NDC)

The Paris Agreement
▪ The Paris Agreement (PA) 

entered into force on 4th

November, 2016 and 
represents a universal treaty 
on climate change in support 
a low-carbon resilient future.

▪ An important element of the 
PA is Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs) which 
represent each country’s 
public commitments to 
reduce greenhouse gases 
(GHGs), post-2020. 

Trinidad and Tobago’s 
NDC

▪ An overall reduction in 
cumulative emissions from 
the power generation, 
transport and industry sectors 
of 15% by 2030 from business 
as usual (BAU), or 103 
MtCO2e, conditional on 
international financing.

▪ Unconditional reduction in 
public transport emissions by 
30% or 1.7MtCO2e by 2030 
through domestic financing.

▪ The total cost of 
implementing the NDC is 
estimated at USD $2 billion.

Trinidad and Tobago’s NDC Implementation Plan
Through the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
Low Emission Capacity Building (LECB) Programme, the
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago (GoRTT) is
among the first set of countries to develop an Implementation
Plan for achieving the NDC. This demonstrates the country’s
commitment to the PA, low-carbon development, and achieving
the policy objective of 10% renewable energy by 2021. The NDC
Implementation Plan for Trinidad and Tobago contains the
following recommendations and action plans:

Recommendations

Action Plans

1. Strengthen institutional
capacity in the power generation, 
transport and industry sectors

2. Mainstream climate change issues 
into existing policy and legislative 
framework to create the enabling 
environment

3. Define necessary institutional 
arrangements for 
implementing  the NDC

4. Capacity Building Action Plan
5. Sectoral Plans (power generation,

transport, industry) that include 
mitigation actions/activities/projects, 
their implementation schedule, 
potential emissions and estimated 
costs

6. Climate Finance Plan
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Actions to be Implemented
The specific actions outlined in the sectoral
plans identify how each sector will
contribute to achieving the NDC and
include details of the proposed activities,
timelines, responsibilities, contributions
and associated costs, towards meeting the
targets for Trinidad and Tobago. A
summary of the cumulative GHG emissions
avoided and estimated costs over the short,
medium and long term is provided in the
following graph.
The sectoral plans were developed through
continued and extensive collaboration with
stakeholders and include a suite of actions
including those summarized below.

▪ Review energy pricing
▪ Promote energy 

conservation and efficiency
▪ Promote RE and alternative 

energy
▪ Promote knowledge and 

awareness
▪ Feed-in-Tariff

▪ Create enabling 
environment

▪ Improve national public 
transport system

▪ Promote vehicle energy 
efficiency, fuel efficiency 
and fuel switching

▪ Promote alternative fuels
▪ Reduce private vehicle use
▪ Improve data collection and 

information sharing 
systems

▪ Promote energy 
conservation and efficiency

▪ Promote renewable energy 
and alternative energy

▪ Establish pilot market 
mechanism project

▪ Promote fuel conservation
▪ Promote knowledge 

management and 
awareness

28.7 
MtCO2e 
US $945 
million

Transport Industry

2.6 
MtCO2e 
US $735 
million

72 
MtCO2e 
US $320 
million

Trinidad and Tobago’s 
NDC Target for 2030



Create the 
enabling 
environment 
and establish 
MRV System

Promote 
investment 
options for 
low carbon 
technologies

Implement 
mitigation 
activities to 
reduce GHG 
emissions

Financing the NDC
Finance that is adequate, sustainable, predictable and accessible is critical for executing this NDC
Implementation Plan. As such, the Climate Finance Plan outlines recommendations and actions
necessary for strengthening financing capacity, improving access to finance and developing an
investment strategy for implementing the NDC in Trinidad and Tobago. Examples of modalities
recommended for financing the NDC include the setting up of a carbon budget line in the national fiscal
budget and reforming the Green Fund to include a carbon component. The following diagram identifies
the main elements of the Climate Finance Plan and potential funding sources are also listed.

Set up 
institutional 

arrangements

Identify funding 
gaps and needs

Develop sectoral 
climate finance 

plans

Assess direct 
access 

requirements to 
international 
climate funds

Assess public 
and private 

financing 
options

Develop project 
pipeline and 

funding 
proposals

Increase private 
sector 

engagement 
and investment

Climate Finance
Plan

▪ The Green Fund
▪ Public Sector Investment 

Programme (PSIP)
▪ International NAMA Facility
▪ Clean Development Mechanism 

(CDM)
▪ Global Environmental Facility (GEF)
▪ Global Environmental Facility Small

Grants Programme (GEF SGP)
▪ International Finance Corporation 

(IFC)
▪ Green Climate Fund (GCF)
▪ Sustainable Energy and Climate 

Change Initiative
▪ International Climate 

Initiative

Potential Funding 
Sources

Tracking NDC Implementation
Transparency and reporting is a critical element
for the successful execution of this plan.
Tracking the progress of implementing the NDC
will be possible through the National Climate
Mitigation Monitoring, Reporting and
Verification (MRV) System which was designed
through the UNDP LECB Programme. Once in
place, the MRV System will allow the GoRTT to
improve processes for effective decision making
with respect to climate change, encourage
stakeholder participation and engagement,
evaluate mitigation targets and thereby meet
the obligations under the Paris Agreement and
various other reporting requirements under the
UNFCCC.

Future 
Activities




