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Overview

We have a rapidly shrinking window of time 

to accelerate action or we risk our planet into 

catastrophic consequences. According to the IPCC, 

to limit the global temperature rise below 1.5oC, 

global GHG emissions must peak in 2020, then fall 

quickly by half in 2030 and reach net-zero emissions 

by mid-century. Simultaneously, scaled up efforts to 

significantly increase adaptation and resilience of the 

most vulnerable must be in place now. To achieve 

this, we need to transform our economic and social 

development at an unprecedented scale and pace 

across all societies. It requires scaling up usage of a 

wide range of innovative technologies, massive shift 

in behavioral change and, importantly in investment 

patterns across all sectors at all levels.

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs) under 

the Paris Agreement present an unprecedented 

opportunity to transform our development pathways at 

an unprecedented scale and pace across all societies. 

However, currently these NDCs do not effectively 

keep warming below 1.5oC nor sufficiently strengthen 

resilience to address impacts. Countries are now in 

the process of preparing second-round NDCs with 

increased coverage, clarity, and ambition – as well as 

long-term, low-GHG emission development strategies 

– ahead of the 2020 deadline.

2019-2020 is a critical period and presents a window 

of opportunity that we cannot miss. Several significant 

events will take place during this period, which all aim 

to help re-energize countries’ efforts, raise ambition 

and make concrete commitments for climate action. 

Among these events are the UNDP-UNFCCC Regional 

NDC Dialogues which aims to provide a platform for 

countries and key partners to share knowledge and 

foster cooperation in support of NDC implementation 

and enhancement.

The large majority of countries in Asia, Pacific and 

Arab States have started implementing mitigation 

and adaptation components of their NDC. By aligning 

NDC activities with Sustainable Development Goals, 

a number of countries create incentives for policy 

makers to take climate action that fosters at the 

same time significant socio-economic and equitable 

transformational pathways.
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Dialogue Goal and Objectives
Overall, this was the 22nd Regional Dialogue on 

NDC implementation that UNFCCC and UNDP have 

organized since 2014, having brought together more 

than 2500 government officials from more than 150 

countries. The Dialogues Contributed to identifying 

emerging needs for technical support and facilitated 

an exchange of experiences between countries in the 

design and implementation of NDCs.

This Dialogue brought together more than 200 

participants from 34 countries and 50 development 

partners, private sector, civil society, and youth 

organizations from the region. It was one of three 

in the UNDP/UNFCCC dialogue series that is taking 

place in 2019 during regional Climate Weeks with 

the goal of increasing momentum for more ambitious 

and accelerated climate action. In doing so, the event 

serves as a contribution to the UN Secretary General’s 

Climate Action Summit taking place on 23 September 

2019 and COP25. 

The event built on the outcomes of last year’s NDC 

Dialogue for Asia and the Arab States, which was 

held from 3-5 October 2018 in Bangkok, as well as 

the recent Global NDC Conference held from 11-

14 June 2019 in Berlin, Germany. In particular, the 

dialogue applied a similar gender strategy as in the 

past dialogues, taking a multi-pronged approach to 

ensuring gender equality and women’s empowerment 

is a salient and cross-cutting theme throughout the 

sessions of the dialogue. As such, “gender voices” who 

are actors integrating gender equality aspects within 

the NDC process participated in various sessions and 

breakout groups of the dialogue offering a gender 

lens by asking questions, sharing examples, differing 

perspectives and reflections.

The dialogue was made possible through UNDP’s 

NDC Support Programme, which is financed by the 

European Commission and the governments of 

Germany and Spain, and GIZ. It serves as a contribution 

to the NDC Partnership. Specifically, the Dialogue had 

the following objectives to:

• Enhance the capacities of participating 

countries to prepare to update and enhance 

their NDCs, building on lessons learned and 

progress to date in implementing initial NDCs.

• Identify solutions to specific political, technical 

and financial related challenges countries are 

facing in implementing and enhancing NDCs;

• Provide a forum for peer-to-peer learning 

and exchange of national experiences related 

to NDC implementation and enhancement, 

including its alignment with the SDG processes 

and incorporation of gender equality dimension 

and whole-of-society engagement;

• Provide a platform for linking national/

regional interests with the international 

NDC process, and for strengthening existing 

and/or establishing new partnerships and 

commitments for ambitious climate action that 

help meet the goals of the Paris Agreement and 

the 2030 Agenda.

https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/ndc-events/global-and-regional/regional-ndc-dialogue-for-asia-and-arab-states.html
https://www.ndcs.undp.org/content/ndc-support-programme/en/home/ndc-events/global-and-regional/regional-ndc-dialogue-for-asia-and-arab-states.html
https://globalndcconference.org/ndc-2019/about/
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Key Messages

Key messages and outcome of this dialogue fed into the high-level segment of the 

AP Climate Week on September 4 “NDC implementation - Raising Ambition” session: 

• Raising ambition means not only to reduce GHG 

emissions, but also significantly investing in 

enhancing resilience and adaptive capacities of 

the most vulnerable to the impacts that is already 

underway. That means sectoral transformations 

in energy, industry and transport need to go hand 

in hand with increasing resilient infrastructure, 

agriculture and food systems, strengthening 

adaptive capacities and livelihoods to extreme 

events, as well as tapping into nature-based 

solutions that promote co-benefits in climate  

and development.

• Economic motivation to raise ambition on NDC is 

key. Opportunities such as creation of green jobs 

and tapping into innovative finance are some 

incentives that need to be further promoted.

• Achievable and realistic targets are essential for NDC 

implementation along with integrated evidence-

based planning, budgeting and MRV systems.

• Data, technology, finance and Ccpacity are 

critical needs of developing countries to  

achieve NDC targets and to shift to long-term 

sustainable development.

• A whole-of-society approach is key to delivering 

NDCs, especially linking with the SDG agenda 

ensuring social inclusion, gender equalities and 

leaving no one behind.

• The role of non-state actors including private 

sector youth is crucial to promote a whole-

of-society approach. On the private sector, 

governments need to address barriers to 

their engagement: 1. Lack of policy incentives,  

2. Lack of financing incentives/certainty, 3. 

Lack of technical capacity (data, information, 

geography indicators).

• There are signs of increasing support from 

development partners and international donors 

to support countries to accelerate actions and 

raise ambitions of NDCs and NAPs, in line with 

the SDG agenda as stepping stone to Long Term 

Strategies that promote net-zero emissions and 

resilient sustainable development.
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1. Where are we?

The Dialogue was opened by Ms. Valerie Cliff, Deputy 

Regional Director for Asia & the Pacific and Director 

of Bangkok Regional Hub, UNDP, together with Mr. 

William Agyemang-Bonsu, Manager, Mitigation and 

Transparency Support, Mitigation, Data and Analysis 

Programme, UNFCCC Secretariat.

Due to the timing prior to the UN Climate Action 

Summit the Dialogue had opportunity to influence the 

global conversation on climate change and set the 

bar of ambition as high as possible. Amidst blistering 

temperatures in Pakistan, catastrophic floods and 

droughts in India and ocean temperatures and sea 

level rise that is disrupting life for pacific islanders, 

there are signs that people in many countries are 

taking action. Just this year, more than 800 local 

and national governments across 18 countries have 

declared a climate emergency, millions of youth have 

attended school strikes in more than 130 countries, 

and investors worth $34 trillion have called for urgent 

climate action.

Valerie Cliff highlighted that if this action unfolds 

at the necessary scale, there are unprecedented 

opportunities to unlock economic and social benefits 

that can help achieve the Sustainable Development 

Goals and leave no one behind. Some studies suggest 

climate action could create over 65 million new jobs 

and avoid 700,000 premature deaths by 2030.

There is growing momentum by countries to raise 

the ambition of their climate plans and aim for carbon 

neutrality by 2050; from small islands like the Marshall 

Islands and Fiji, to middle income countries like Chile, 

to the historical polluters in the West like the UK, 

Switzerland and Finland.

Over the years there was a huge expansion of leadership 

from women and girls, especially in regard to climate 

action and achieving NDCs. This is leading to increasingly 

gender-responsive approaches to addressing climate 

change, and a more diverse selection of solutions.

It was also stressed that every climate solution has 

multiple co-benefits and therefore helps achieve the 

SDGs. Recent research indicates that 154 out of the 

169 SDG targets align directly to specific actions found 

in NDCs.

This is a timely moment to take action. Given the 

upcoming updates of NDCs, the decisions taken in the 

next 16 months will define the effectiveness of actions 

for the next 5 years and more.

Global Context and Implications 
for the Region
The first thematic session discussed the first Talanoa 

questions ‘Where are we’, namely outcomes of COP-

24, the Talanoa Dialogue as well as the roadmap to 

the UN Secretary General Climate Action Summit 

and COP25. Bernd Hackmann, UNFCCC, presented 

key NDC-related outcomes and implications for the 

region, in the context of the mandatory cycle of NDCs 

established by the Paris Agreement: Parties whose 

INDC has a timeframe up to 2025 will communicate 

a new NDC by 2020 and do so every five years 

thereafter; Parties whose INDC has a timeframe up to 

2030 will communicate or update the contribution by 

2020 and do so every five years thereafter. In doing 

so, countries are invited to consider the outcome of 

the Talanoa Dialogue, and may take into account the 

recent decisions from Katowice on the information 

necessary for clarity, transparency and understanding 

ICTU), accounting for NDCs and tracking of progress 

towards the implementation of NDCs.

Susanne Olbrisch, UNDP, presented a snapshot of 

the status of NDC implementation in the Asia and 

Pacific. The NDC implementation in the region often 

takes place in the context of: a transition process from 

rural to urban lifestyles, with fast-growing cities, which 

house large vulnerabilities and inequalities; a growing 

middle class, whose consumption patterns will 

likely place greater demand on natural resources; 
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the impact of technology on jobs; as well as a 

higher energy demand driven by urbanization  

and industrialization.

Walid Ali, UNDP, added that with regards to Arab 

States the challenges of NDC implementation can 

be structured into different national contexts. High 

income countries often rely on the oil industry 

as a main source of Government revenues and 

address topics such as economic diversification and 

engaging the private sector in low-carbon economic 

activities. Middle income countries of the region 

work on accessing climate investments to accelerate 

low-carbon growth along with activities to increase 

resilience and reduce poverty. Crisis countries of 

the region however prioritize capacity building 

to implement national and sectoral strategies 

and to generate co-benefits for crises prevention  

and recovery.

In terms of numbers:

• Seven countries in the Asia/Pacific region have 

NDCs with 2025 timeframes

• Costing of the NDC is a major gap in the Pacific region

• Eight SIDS in the region did not cost their NDCs, 

six SIDS only partially costed

• Seven countries in the region did not include 

adaptation goals in their current NDCs, despite the 

high priority given to adaptation by SIDS

• SDGs are referenced in the majority of NDCs – 

especially in the Pacific.

• The Pacific Islands have positioned themselves as 

leaders on climate ambition

• Ten countries in the region were founding members 

of the V20 Group of Vulnerable Nations

A group of panelists explored further the implications 

for the region, moderated by William Agyemang-

Bonsu, UNFCCC. Insights were provided by 

Hongpeng Liu, UNESCAP; Nilesh Prakash, Fiji; 

Bolormaa Enkhbat, GCF; Leena Wokeck, Futureways; 

John Leo Algo, IAMSAM Foundation; as well as Rob 

Bradley, NDC Partnership.

It was highlighted that although the current NDCs will 

not meet the 1.5°C target, there are signs of progress 

in the NDC implementation in the region, with the 

energy sector playing a key role. To raise ambition in 

NDCs it will be key to provide economic motivation. 

Opportunities such as green job creation and tapping 

into innovative finance are incentives that need to be 

further nurtured. While it is agreed that the private 

sector is key to NDC implementation, many countries 

are still not clear how to meaningfully engage the 

private sector, while at the same time many private 

companies are still unaware of NDCs and how they may 

impact their businesses. There is a growing awareness 

among policy maker to develop science-based targets 

and to improve transparency. It is also crucial to engage 

young people into NDC implementation, pursuing 

a whole-of-society approach. Especially the need  

to engage youth groups from the global south  

beyond the UN negotiation process (i.e. YOUNGO) 

was underscored.

There was broad agreement that the private sector 

needs to play a substantial role to implement 

NDCs. Ways to overcome barriers for private sector 

engagement included a wider awareness raising 

not only regarding climate change, but also in terms 

of national commitments and concrete entry points 

for action. There are also opportunities to align 

monitoring and reporting: Climate-related disclosure 

practices are high on the agenda for private sector 

climate action. Finally, it has to be kept in mind that 

‘the private sector’ is highly diverse: Engagement 

needs to be differentiated and targeted at the 

national as well as at sectoral levels to tackle diverse 

issues to meet diverse needs.

While countries strive to work on the above, the NDC 

Partnership was presented, being a global coalition 

of countries and institutions collaborating to drive 

transformational climate action while enhancing 

sustainable development. In this context the Climate 

Action Enhancement Package (CAEP) offers countries 

the opportunity to apply for fast-track support to 

enhance the quality, to increase ambition as well as 

to implement NDCs.
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2. Where do we want to go?

Progress on NDC 
Implementation – Green Jobs 
and Local Investments
The session explored how NDC implementation can 

help create green jobs and local investments, and was 

moderated by Walid Ali, UNDP.

The first panelist providing insights was Cristina 

Martinez, ILO, highlighting that job losses and job 

creation, decent work and green jobs are aspects 

at the heart of NDC implementation. According to 

calculations there will be a net creation of jobs as 

compared to jobs lost in Asia if all measures to reach 

the 2°C target will be implemented. Three fundamental 

characteristics of green jobs are that they are 1) good 

for the economy, 2) good for the environment and 

3) good for the people. ILO provides a framework of 

transition to Green Jobs during NDC implementation.

She also made the point how migrating from 

conventional jobs to green jobs there is an opportunity 

for these jobs to become more sophisticated and 

meaningful. The example used was that of a plumber. 

As a ‘conventional job’ a plumber would be called if 

e.g. a water tap was leaking, and how the tap would 

be just fixed by the plumber. Whereas as a ‘green 

job’ it was described how a plumber would have the 

training and skills beyond using physical tools, and 

how the plumber would have knowledge about how 

the family that he is being called to can actually save 

water by installing different appliances for their water 

taps, toilets etc., and he would be able to recommend 

exactly the appliances and technologies that will work 

for an individual situation (urban vs. rural), and for 

individual preferences (budget vs. convenience) etc.

To help putting into place incentives accordingly, 

Abhishek Kaushik, TERI, as the second panelist 

presented the platform ‘NDC Footprints’, which 

helps users to explore synergies between domestic 

policies and international goals. Specifically, the 

tool helps to analyze links of each NDC component 

with each of the 169 targets under the 17 SDGs. In 

doing so, policy makers can explicitly chose activities 

that promote both the climate change and the 

development agenda, such as increasing the share 

of renewable energy, or developing sustainable 

food production systems; or implementing resilient 

agricultural practices that are productive while 

maintaining ecosystems that are resilient to climate 

change and improve soil quality.

Providing a country perspective, Joe Mari S. 

Francisco, Philippines, shared how the country 

implements its NDC with gender considerations 

integrated. Philippines is the first country in the world 

implementing a “Green Job Act”, the government 

implements a Green Job certification process to 

provide the right incentive for change. He made the 

point that ensuring a gender-responsive NDC means 

recognizing the equal capacity of women and men to 

get involved, decide, take action and lead on climate 

change adaptation and mitigation. The integration of 

the NDCs into national developmental plans ensures 

that a climate resilient and low carbon pathway is 

embodied in the long-term strategies towards a 

sustainable development future. The Parties’ NDCs 

in the Asia-Pacific region provide huge opportunities 

to deliver the global transformation envisioned under 

the Paris Agreement. To ensure that the NDC actions 

and opportunities will be delivered, there is a need for 

robust flows of support, especially on strengthening 

the capacities, accessing finance and technologies 

to the Developing Asia-Pacific Countries.

The examples may be illustrative for other countries 

on how to promote local green employment and local 

investment contributing to NDC implementation.

http://www.ndcfootprints.org/
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Going Forward – NDCs as 
Stepping Stones for Long-Term 
Sustainable Development
This session discussed the second Talanoa question 

‘Where do we want to go’ in the context of the Paris 

Agreement’s and explored what net zero-emission and 

resilient development can look like for the Asia and the 

Pacific region. The session drilled down to the national 

level and looked at countries’ visions for long-term 

sustainable development and at NDCs and NAPs as 

5-year stepping-stones toward these long-term visions. 

The session was moderated by Rohini Kohli, UNDP.

Bill Hare, Climate Analytics presented NDCs 

as stepping stones for Long-Term Sustainable 

Development. Summarizing the global progress towards 

a decarbonized and resilient world, he showed that 

current NDCs would lead to more than 3°C temperature 

increase, and current policies even to over 3.3°C 

warming. A reason is that current 2030 NDC targets 

are not consistent with the Paris Agreement. CO2 

emissions rose in 2018 at the fastest rate since 2011. The 

installation of renewable energy has slowed after almost 

20 years of growth. The amount of coal-based energy 

increased again, and the use of natural gas is growing 

rapidly. Therefore, improving NDCs only incrementally 

may risk that the Paris Agreement slips out of reach. The 

IPCC Special Report on 1.5°C finds that:

• To limit warming to 1.5°C global GHG emissions 

must be reduced to zero, including an emission 

peak around 2020; a rapid decline by about 45% 

by 2030 (from 2010 levels); zero CO2 emissions 

by 2050; as well as zero GHG emissions by 2070, 

with negative emissions thereafter.

• The worst impacts of climate change can be 

avoided by limiting warming to 1.5°C above pre-

industrial levels. Climate change risks escalate 

rapidly above 1.5°C in particular for the most 

vulnerable countries.

• 1.5°C development pathways have large benefits. 

These include avoided climate-change damages 

and crop risks; improved air quality and health; 

eliminated pollution from fossil fuel use. The 

quicker the world acts to reduce emissions, the 

higher these benefits will be.

The contribution made by Richard Baron, 2050 

Pathways, highlighting the purpose and benefits of 

long-term strategies and providing a snapshot of where 

countries stand with their Long-Term Strategies. He 

explained that 2050 Pathways is a multi-stakeholder 

initiative supporting countries to develop robust and 

ambitious Long-Term Strategies. There is a need for 

Long-Term Strategies, since the NDCs alone are not 

aligned with the long-term necessities to mitigate 

climate change to bring emissions down to zero by 

the second half of this century. Long-Term Strategies 

can help governments: to take into account the full set 

of policies for structural changes required to address 

climate change and to bring all this back to near-

term decisions to avoid lock-in effects. Currently, 12 

countries have submitted Long-Term Strategies to the 

UNFCCC, ranging from setting up scenarios without 

commitments to clear pledges on their long-term 

goal to 2050 or beyond, and explaining how to break 

this down in terms of sectors and policy measures. 

At the same time Long-Term Strategies are not just 

documents to be registered by the UNFCCC, but 

mainly national political and consultation processes, 

building up a vision and aligning it with economic and 

development goals.
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The following interactive dialogue had contributions 

from Allaudin Mohammad, Bangladesh; Shreejana 

Bhusal, Nepal; Sayyora Abdullaeva, Uzbekistan, and 

Chu Thanh Huong, Vietnam.

Bangladesh discussed the importance of climate 

change action, being one of the most vulnerable 

countries to climate change. The Bangladesh Climate 

Change Trust Fund was highlighted as a means to 

finance climate change actions. Crucial importance 

is given to behavioural changes and the role of the 

NDC roadmap for NDC implementation. A challenge 

is that even though the cost of renewable energy has 

decreased, most renewable energy sources can still 

not compete with the price of conventional energy. 

At the same time energy demand keeps increasing. 

Energy subsidies also pose a critical challenge and 

are difficult to address given political sensitivities.

Nepal put specific emphasis on the Nepalese strategy 

to consider social inclusion and gender equality as 

cross cutting issues throughout all policy development 

as well as in the NDC revision. It is seen as crucial 

to integrate NDC planning in the national policy and 

budgetary system. The first NDC in Nepal from 2016 

has a large number of targets, implementation of 

activities for some targets has started, while other 

targets are not yet being implemented, because they 

had not yet been mainstreamed into the national 

budgetary system.

Uzbekistan highlighted two recent Presidential 

Decrees on energy efficiency and renewable 

energy. MRV and reporting of NDC results is seen 

as important and the Multi Country Trust Fund was 

presented to address the particular climate change 

challenges related to the Aral Sea Basin. In terms 

of finance it is seen crucial to attract private finance 

along with public finance, as well as to create Public 

Private Partnerships. Financial and technical support 

from the internal community is therefore important as 

well as the operationalization of market mechanisms.

Vietnam emphasized the start of their NDC development 

in 2015 and the current process of revising the NDC 

by reviewing all sectors, working on both adaptation 

and mitigation. The importance of coordination among 

Ministries was highlighted as well as the inclusion of 

regional and provincial levels and non-governmental 

organizations. In all this, human resources are critical, 

the availability of sufficient and capable personnel. 

Furthermore, it is seen as important to continue efforts 

on transparency, MRV, as well as monitoring and 

evaluation on project, sectoral and national level.



10

3. How do we get there?

These thematic sessions explored the third Talanoa 

question ‘How do we get there’, namely opportunities 

for raising ambition of climate action in priority themes 

related to NDCs in the region: Nature-based Solutions, 

Resilience and Adaptation, Energy, and Finance, 

and how these opportunities can enhance the next 

generation of NDCs.

Thematic Deep Dive –  
NBS, Resilience and Adaptation

NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS

Facilitated by UNDP (Dario Vespertino and Kin Yii 

Yong) & FAO (Beau Damen)

First the concept of Nature-based Solutions was 

presented, ranging from activities on agriculture, 

forestry and land-use in Asia and the Pacific, and 

their contribution to achieve NDC. Nature-based 

Solutions were identified as any intervention that uses 

natural processes to improve ecosystem functions of 

environments and landscapes affected by human 

practices. The solutions aim for transformational 

change through ecosystem-based adaptation and 

mitigation co-benefits. Nature-based Solutions can 

be grouped into four types, including Sustainable 

Practices, Green Infrastructure, Amelioration 

and Conservation. Each type aims for a range of 

improvements in ecosystem function including 

reduced emissions, enhanced biodiversity, improved 

water management and pollution control.

Examples included: The use of constructed wetlands as 

flood control; Green commodity certification schemes 

to promote sustainable production and consumption 

practices; as well as incentives for upland communities 

to reduce forest clearance for erosion control.

It was noted that some of these solutions are already 

integrated to some extent in different NDCs from 

countries in the region – including commitments 

for REDD+, which provides an opportunity to 

access results-based finance that can potentially 

be channeled to support NDC implementation. 

The special importance of forestry and REDD+ was 

highlighted by a number of countries in this context.

Indonesia, Papua New Guinea and Kyrgyzstan saw 

the value of the forestry sector as part of Nature-

based Solutions by its potential not just for reducing 

emissions, but also for transformational change 

through safeguarding ecosystems, transforming the 

economy with access to markets and enhancing 

livelihoods and food security.

RESILIENCE AND ADAPTATION

Facilitated by UNDP (Yusuke Taishi)

Participants shared experience implementing 

resilience- and adaptation-related actions as part 

of their NDC, and how to strengthen these in their 

updated NDC.

Ravulo S. Naulumatua showcased Fiji’s experiences 

relocating communities due to climate change. The 

total cost of the relocation was 850,000 Fijian dollars, 

funded by the Government of Fiji. All stakeholders, 

including the private sector were involved. The 

identified land for relocation belonged to a traditional 

clan; so the issue of land needed to be resolved 

through traditional protocol to avoid social conflicts, 

building bonds with communities was paramount. 

Government, private sector, NGOs and faith-based 

organizations were key to resolve this. The elderly 

would continue to return to their homes; it took 3-4 

years for them to realize that their homes were unsafe. 

Key to the successful relocation was the Relocation 

Task Force that included all partners, including private 

sector and relevant line ministries. The approach of the 

task force was to create a diagonal approach: vertical 

(government) + horizontal (private sector) lines = 

diagonal (cross-cutting) pathway with government and 

private sector partners collaborating. The relocated 
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communities needed to change their livelihoods. 

The Government of Fiji incorporated fishponds, 

bee keeping, cattle farming to provide options and 

eventually attracted communities to relocate. – Also 

the development of a new tool was presented for risk-

informed community planning, as well as the formation 

of a Pacific network covering Pacific islands facing 

similar issues due to sea level rise.

Hasanov Sadam from Tajikistan discussed the potential 

for reducing GHG in the power industry, water, land use, 

agriculture, forestry, transportation and infrastructure. 

Adaptation is focused on reducing vulnerability through 

integrating climate change into planning, as well as the 

development of green infrastructure in key sectors. For 

data reliability the Government worked with scientific 

institutions, involving a Glacier Center that works 

with the private sector and international funds; they 

conducted expeditions to gather data on warming 

temperatures. This made a good foundation for the 

national data system.

Chanthoeun Heng explained vulnerable key sectors 

(agriculture, infrastructure, forestry, human health and 

coastal zones) in Cambodia that are prioritized in 

the country. Interventions of the National Adaptation 

Plan that are linked to the NDC were prioritized. The 

prioritization process included multi criteria analysis, 

considering costs, stakeholder consultations and 

involved Ministries. Additionally, a national loss and 

damage database was established together with the 

World Bank and the National Committee for Disaster 

Management, which includes data from the floods 

in 2009, 2011, 2013 and 2015. Loss and damage 

was calculated as per the economic loss due to the 

floods. The database supports adaptation planning, 

and is being improved with support by the Asian 

Development Bank to also cover climate change 

information. The NDC roadmap showcases national 

progress on policies and aims to attract additional 

finance for climate actions to address the lack of 

resources for adaptation.

Dr. Batjargal Zamba presented that a special working 

group was formed in Mongolia to develop the NDC, 

which is to be submitted next year. The NDC will 

include more ambitious targets for mitigation and a 

separate section on adaptation. In terms of prioritizing 

adaptation actions, a bottom-up approach was used 

consulting with local communities; additionally a 

cost-benefit analysis and impact assessments were 

carried out to understand the financial requirements. 

To prioritize mitigation actions, a top-down approach 

was used, breaking down the overall national 

target. – The private sector was already engaged 

in the NDC formulation, and participates now in its 

implementation, e.g. in the development of renewable 

energy. More than 70% of grassland in Mongolia is 

affected by desertification, which is aggravated 

by uncontrolled mining with severe environmental 

impacts. This issue is being addressed working 

closely with the private sector.
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Thematic Deep Dive –  
Energy as a Key Sector for  
NDC Implementation
This session explored opportunities for raising 

ambition of climate action in the energy sector in the 

region and how these opportunities can enhance the 

next generation of NDCs.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY ASIA

Facilitated by IRENA (Badariah Yosiyana, IRENA)

Country representatives and other participants 

came together to explore concrete opportunities 

for mainstreaming climate change in the context of 

energy transition related to NDCs in Asia. The critical 

importance of the energy sector was highlighted 

by IRENA: Renewables, electrification and energy 

efficiency can deliver 90% of energy-related CO2 

emission reductions that are required. More than 

80% of all NDCs mention energy efficiency as a key 

measure for achieving GHG emission reductions. 

Virtually all countries in Asia mention renewable 

energy in their NDCs and 89% of them include 

quantified renewable energy targets.

It was made clear that the energy transition cannot 

happen in isolation from the socio-economic system 

where it is embedded. Addressing socio-economic 

systems is essential so that transition planning can be 

sustainability and in a resilient way. When updating 

and reviewing NDCs, it is crucial to consider synergies 

between mitigation and adaptation. In this context 

the NDC submissions in 2020 are crucial to develop 

science-based targets, long term planning and synergy 

with other sectors. Technological innovation provides 

new opportunities, governments need to stay abreast 

of these innovations to take full advantage. Cross-

border collaboration is essential, some examples are 

the ASEAN cooperation framework, as well as the India-

Africa technology transfer platform.

A number of countries shared their views, including 

India pointing out its energy efficiency programs 

for energy intensive sectors. Palestine highlighted 

experiences with energy audits and revolving funds 

for the development of renewable energy. Sri Lanka 

mentioned experiences collaborating with a solar 

energy company, as well as its work on supply side 

efficiency improvements to reduce system losses 

to 7.5% (from 10%). Singapore shared its approach 

on Green Certification for buildings and building 

codes to raise energy efficiency, as well as their 

carbon tax to induce economy-wide price signals to 

steer behavioural changes. Pakistan highlighted its 

measures for enhancing energy efficiency in industry 

and the use of renewable energy in industrial parks. 

The Youth Constituency Representative emphasized 

that climate action is not competition and actions can 

be collaborative.

ADDRESSING ENERGY CHALLENGES IN THE 

PACIFIC REGION

Facilitated by IRENA (Arieta Gonelevu Rakai)

Participants explored concrete opportunities for 

mainstreaming climate change (mitigation and adaptation) 

in the context of energy transition related to NDCs 

in the Pacific. In an introductory presentation, IRENA 

summarized that between 2014 and 2030 Small Island 

Developing States (SIDS) commit in their NDCs to increase 

installation of renewable energy by 270%, i.e. 1.4 GW of 

installed capacity. A comparison of the unconditional vs. 

conditional shares of mitigation commitments shows that 

the Pacific region has an exceptionally high proportion of 

mitigation commitments that are unconditional.

Participants discussed how Governments can use NDC 

development and implementation also for sustained 

economic development and social inclusion. Participants 

also considered what can be effective solutions to 

include the private sector in transitioning to low carbon 

energy. Another topic discussed was whether there are 

examples of effective energy strategies and projects 

that can be replicated in the region.

Key takeaways of the session included that it is 

essential to align NDCs, SDGs and national strategies 

to maximize benefits on green jobs and social 

inclusion, women empowerment and economic 

development. It was noted that Pacific SIDS are 

champions on gender and energy topics. Pacific 

Islands, given their unique conditions and challenges, 

require decentralized solutions for renewable energy 
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and have a high demand for energy security and a 

resilient energy network; the region looks forward to 

increased regional and international cooperation on 

energy transition: Energy transition towards renewable 

energy and enhanced energy efficiency can strengthen 

resilience and cross-sectoral adaptation (for example 

regarding water, agriculture, food chains, health and 

disaster recovery), as well as energy security.

During their NDC revision a number of Pacific Island 

States are looking as non-power sectors, such as 

transport and heating/cooling, forestry and other 

cross-sectoral measures that serve both mitigation and 

adaptation purposes. The updated NDCs will consider 

targets that are more science-based, as well as aspects 

of long-term planning and creating synergies among 

different sectors. It was found that Pacific Islands need 

to set clear policies and long-term targets so public 

finance can leverage private investments.

INTEGRATED PLANNING AND MODELLING FOR 

RESILIENCE AND SMART ENERGY USE

Facil i tated by Climate Works Austral ia  

(Megan Argyriou)

The session explored best practices, and featured two 

country examples from Yemen and Vietnam. Shuaib 

AlZaghir from Yemen presented the role of solar 

solutions in crisis recovery in Yemen, explaining how 

solar power has emerged as a key coping mechanism 

for households, farmers and businesses in the wake of 

a collapsing conventional electricity system. This led 

to a booming local solar market across the country, 

with access to photovoltaic systems reaching around 

50% of households in rural areas and 75% in urban 

areas, translating into more than one billion US dollar. 

The Yemen Emergency Electricity Access Project 

creates new markets for standardized solar products 

that are durable, affordable and accessible. The 

project also strengthens local supply chains of solar 

photovoltaic equipment including technical service 

providers, retailers and importers. Finally, the project 

also enhances opportunities for green bonds and 

microfinance lending to make the technology widely 

accessible. - It is planned that by 2040 Yemen will have 

20% solar photovoltaic within their energy mix, with the 

aim to completely replace existing diesel and coal-fired 

generation. This is being implemented together with 

energy efficiency measures for refrigeration and lighting 

and a household rooftop solar photovoltaic campaign.

Dan Quang Thing from Vietnam provided an overview 

on the NDC review. The current NDC foresees 

reducing GHG emissions by 8% (unconditional) and by 

25% (conditional) compared to Business-as-Usual. In 

terms of the information base, aspects being worked 

on include updating the Business-As-Usual scenario 

based on the results of the national GHG inventory 

in the base year 2014, as well as identifying socio-

economic impacts of the NDC implementation and its 

contribution to the SDGs. Also the costs of envisaged 

measures are being calculated, as well as the mitigation 

potential within different sectors. - In terms of content, 

Vietnam reviews policies related to energy, industrial 

processes, agriculture, LULUCF and waste to identify 

priority mitigation options, and to develop mitigation 

scenarios for 2020-2030. The review also envisions 

to better consider loss and damage, co-benefits, and 

specific aspects regarding the Mekong Delta.

Finally, Climate Works Australia aimed to show the 

benefits of ambitious climate action, presenting the tool 

SMART, which helps identifying links (co-benefits and 

trade-offs) between actions on mitigation, adaptation 

and resilience. It was developed as part of a package 

of tools to support long-term strategy development and 

decision-making in the Pacific, as it identifies ‘no-regret’ 

options. Experiences were presented how the toll was 

tailored to be used in Vietnam for NDC development, 

where it was used to assess all 56 mitigation actions. 

‘No-regret’ options included micro-and community 

level solar appliances; trade-offs identified included 

the impacts of biofuels on agriculture, land-use and 

the water sector. Apart from the technical aspects, the 

SMART tool also provided for a collaborative process 

that engaged the Vietnam Institute of Meteorology, 

Hydrology and Climate Change among others. It 

has been found useful to understand dependencies 

among various measures, and therefore helps adjusting 

modelling assumptions accordingly (e.g. when there are 

positive dependencies, one can maximize benefits). 

The qualitative tool supports scenario planning and 

high-level communication, guiding decision-making 

and NDC updating.
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RAISING AMBITION IN THE ENERGY SECTOR

Facilitated by LEDS GP (Ron Benioff, Carishma 

Gokhale-Welch) and Asia LEDS Partnership  

(Soumya Chaturvedula)

The session focused on energy sector NDC leadership 

and examples of country actions with time for table 

discussion on how other countries can build support for 

more ambitious goals and actions. After an introductory 

presentation by the LEDS Global Partnership and the 

Asia LEDS Partnership, participants broke into groups 

to discuss entry points for enhance ambition in the 

energy sector. Measures on energy efficiency is often a 

low-hanging fruit for policy makers, as these measures 

may imply economic savings in terms of energy saved, 

which is a good incentive for users if the investment to 

switch to the more efficient appliances can be covered.

The discussions revealed that countries are integrating 

ambitious low carbon energy plans into their NDCs, 

and implement innovative mechanisms for private 

sector engagement and enabling policies to de-risk 

investments in emerging economies. It also became 

clear that a number of countries are working towards 

a market reform, which often also includes reforms 

specifically for the electricity market, adjusting subsidy 

policies and offering incentives to encourage the 

deployment of renewable energy. Experience showed 

that many countries are also looking beyond the 

power sector, considering issues of sector coupling 

issues, including in the buildings and the transport 

sectors.

Finally, the discussions also highlighted priority areas 

for further learning and assistance, and participants 

expressed interest in further regional learning and 

peer exchange opportunities. Key topics of interest 

for this ranged from business models for off-grid 

clean energy systems, technological questions of the 

integration of energy from renewable sources into the 

current energy grid, bioenergy gasification, as well as 

questions of clean mobility.



15

Thematic Deep Dive – Innovative 
Mechanisms for NDC Financing
This session focused specifically on mechanisms 

that can be used to fund NDC implementation. It was 

aimed at building a wider understanding of potential 

finance solutions: How they work in practice, why they 

are effective to unlock funding for climate actions, and 

how they could work in different country contexts.

THE NDC PARTNERSHIP’S KNOWLEDGE PORTAL 

AND THE CLIMATE FINANCE EXPLORER

Facilitated by NDC Partnership (Skylar Bee)

The Knowledge Portal is an online platform providing 

access to data, tools, guidance, case studies and 

funding opportunities. It contains over 700 resources 

relevant to NDC implementation and climate action 

spread across three tools: The Good Practice Database, 

the Climate Toolbox, and the Climate Finance Explorer.

Gaining access to financing for climate action is one of 

the most frequently requested areas of support among 

NDC Partnership countries, with approximately 11% 

of these requests coming from Asia Pacific. Finance-

related requests coming from Asia Pacific on NDC 

implementation most often regard questions of 

developing investment plans and financing strategies, 

exploring fiscal policy mechanisms, and developing 

project proposals and pipelines.

The NDC Partnership Climate Finance Explorer 

is a searchable database of potential sources of 

climate funding and other support to help finance 

adaptation and mitigation action and programmes. 

It provides useful information on funding sources, 

including description, eligibility criteria, details on 

support provided and a description of the process 

to access the support. The tool presents information 

in a standardized way to help increase transparency, 

allowing users to compare key criteria across different 

funds. Information covers international climate funds, 

Multilateral Development Banks and bilateral country 

support, among others. Each entry represents a single 

fund or facility of a fund with its own unique eligibility 

or access requirements.

APPROACHES FOR NDC FINANCING

Facilitated by the Government of Sweden  

(Mattias Frumerie)

Mattias Frumerie from Sweden structured his 

contribution into three broad thematic areas. The 

first is Mainstreaming Climate Action, which is a key 

element for success. He presented a model, in which 

all climate-related actions across all expenditure 

areas are presented to parliament, including statistics 

on emissions, key decisions and their impact on 

emissions, as well as an assessment o need for 

further action. This has to be accompanied by a 

Climate Action Plan, which every new Government 

needs to present to Parliament at the start of every 

new parliamentary cycle. These measures are 

designed to provide clear guidance to Civil Servants 

and to encourage civil society to scrutinize their 

Government whether they are acting according to 

national commitments. In this context also all new 

budget decisions need to provide an analysis on 

their effects regarding: gender equality, jobs, as well 

as climate and the environment. A special tool has 

been developed by the Government of Sweden to 

facilitate this mainstreaming, which is being made 

available on their website.

The second thematic area is Linking the Climate 

Change Agenda to the SDGs and the Addis Ababa 

Action Agenda. Evidence shows that ensuring a joint 

approach facilitates both climate action as well as 

reaching the SDGs. It was highlighted that we have 

a decade of delivery ahead of us, as science tells us 

that emissions need to be cut almost half by 2030, 

and the SDGs are to be implemented in the same 

timeframe. In this context the importance of national 

resource mobilization in line with the principles of 

the Addis Ababa principles was stressed. While 

the dynamics of Addis Ababa and Paris may differ, 

the commitments by developed countries for 

developing countries on climate action should also 

be seen in the context of the Addis Ababa Action 

Agenda. It is encouraging to see the developments 

in the financial sector, such as the application of 

the recommendations of the Task Force on climate 

related financial disclosure.

https://ndcpartnership.org/knowledge-portal
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fndcpartnership.org%2Fclimate-finance-explorer&data=02%7C01%7Csusanne.olbrisch%40undp.org%7Cf34f632590384daf6efd08d737b8ae4f%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637039139150290838&sdata=BBiWynuHlInjE1%2BGQNiswcdWvKMk4BVCeLcwY8EAeEs%3D&reserved=0
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The third thematic area is Access to finance. Often 

this discussion is limited on accessing financial 

mechanisms like GCF and GEF. The GCF is seeking 

to develop into a Center of Excellence, to become 

the top of innovative climate financing, mobilizing 

private capital, and developing transformative 

projects. Looking at the biennial assessment of 2018 

by the UNFCCC Standing Committee on Finance, 

it is clear that the financial mechanism only makes 

up a small part of financing available for climate 

action. – Therefore the conversation on access 

to climate finance needs to focus on the barriers, 

on engaging into meaningful discussion with the 

domestic financial sector (including pension funds), 

with the World Bank regional development banks, 

UN agencies and bilateral partners. The EU as the 

world’s largest donor works to mainstream climate 

action into development cooperation, and across 

development finance, as well as to set targets for 

climate action.

MOBILIZING THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO 

ACCELERATE NDC IMPLEMENTATION

Facilitated by GIZ/Futureways (Leena Wokeck)

This session engaged private sector experts to offer 

insights on common practices, innovative leaders, 

drivers, successes, and challenges for businesses and 

capital markets to act and invest in ways that accelerate 

NDC implementation. They discussed policy options, 

engagement channels, and effective strategies for 

catalyzing private investment in resilient, low-carbon 

development that is in line with the goals of the Paris 

Agreement. Leena Wokeck from Futureways opened 

the session with three key barriers to engage with the 

private sector on NDC implementation: 1. Lack of policy 

incentives; 2. Lack of financing incentives and financial 

planning certainty; 3. Lack of technical capacity such as 

data, information, geographic indicators.

Yuki Yasui from the UNEP Finance Initiative discussed 

ways to mobilize the private sector to accelerate 

NDC implementation. One key point was that NDC 

policy makers should engage with national pension 

funds. First experience shows that the private sector’s 

knowledge of climate science is growing: the Finance 

Initiative’s Task Force on Climate-Related Financial 

Disclosure has pilot groups, which include bankers, 

investors and insurers. Delayed NDC implementation 

will cause higher economic costs. Man-made 

uncertainty adds to the physical uncertainty.

Eileen Gallagher from Business for Social 

Responsibility argued that businesses are aware 

of increasing risks of extreme weather events and 

climate induced disasters. However, she encouraged 

policy makers to ensure there are incentives for the 

private sector to contribute to the NDC.

Ingo Puhl from South Pole Group stated that not only 

government feels responsible for the NDC, but also the 

private sector realized that low-carbon economy has 

economic opportunities. He argued that also non-state 

actors have made emission reduction pledges, which 

are often not yet embedded in NDCs, as there is yet 

not a good system to systematically account for those.

In summary, many governments still need to break 

down their overall NDCs into operational steps for 

each sector and ministry to move into implementation. 

More options for de-risking investments and effective 

collaboration across governments and with innovative 

actors in the private sector are needed. Clarity, 

predictability, and bold action are needed to reduce 

additional man-made uncertainty, allow market 

instruments to be more effective, and harness the 

untapped potential for private climate investment 

on a transformational scale. By global comparison, 

Asian companies are lagging on climate investments. 

More leadership is needed to increase ambition and 

innovation in the region and catalyze more private 

investment in a resilient, low-carbon future.

GREEN BONDS

Fac i l i ta ted  by  ADB (Tr is tan  Knowles ,  

Private Sector Team)

The session explored how green bonds are helping 

to drive greater investment into climate relevant 

areas – including those highlighted in the NDCs – 

with different countries sharing their experiences. 

The session started with an introduction to the 

principles of Green Bonds. Those are typically issued 

by corporations, governments and public agencies, 
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municipalities, as well as mortgage-backed or asset-

backed and collateralized debt obligations. Buyers of 

Green Bonds include: Institutional investors (such as 

pension funds and mutual funds, banks and insurance 

companies), governments and individuals. Areas for 

which Green Bonds are issued include:

• Renewable energy

• Energy efficiency

• Pollution prevention and control

• Sustainable management of living resources

• Terrestrial aquatic and biodiversity conservation

• Clean transportation

• Sustainable water management

• Climate change adaptation

• Eco-efficient products, production technologies 

and processes.

It was found that to sustain growth of green bond markets 

five prerequisites are necessary, including: A sufficient 

amount of investment-grade green assets in operation 

and generating cash flows; supply from willing issuers; 

demand from a diverse pool of investors (banks, insurance 

companies, institutional investors, pension funds etc.); 

public awareness of the benefits and standards; as well as 

an experienced pool of verifiers and assurance providers. 

These five prerequisites can be boosted by applying the 

four pillars of deep decarbonization:

• Reduce energy use: Choose equipment and 

assets that use less energy and get more out of 

the energy that is used in areas such as buildings, 

manufacturing, transport and infrastructure.

• Produce cleaner electricity: Transition electricity 

generation away from imported fossil fuels to 

cleaner, locally produced low emissions sources 

such as solar, wind, hydro and bioenergy.

• Switch to cleaner fuels: Once electricity is powered 

by clean energy, switch every energy-using activity 

you possibly can to electricity and everything else 

to low emissions alternatives (e.g. from diesel to 

biodiesel in transport).

• Sort out and store the rest: Reduce non-energy 

emissions like agriculture and refrigerant gases 

and capture and store remaining emissions 

through actions like restoring forests and blue-

carbon ecosystems.
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change resilience for vulnerable areas/Disaster risk 

reduction; Sustainable transport; Waste-to-Energy and 

Waste Management; Sustainable natural resources 

management; Green tourism; Green buildings; or 

Sustainable agriculture.

Tiara Utami from UNDP added that these measures of 

Islamic finance also contribute to the SDGs and also 

embody aspects of social responsibility, with assets 

expected to exceed $3 trillion by 2020, and an annual 

expansion of Islamic finance of 10-12%. Additionally 

Islamic finance is attracting new sources of funding that 

may not be fully leveraged otherwise. Comparing to 

Green Bonds, Green Sukuk represents proportionate 

ownership of an asset, while Bonds indicate a debt 

obligation. In other words, Green Sukuk is backed with 

tangible assets, not debt. Another difference is that the 

returns of Bonds are in the form of interest payments, 

whereas returns on Sukuk are periodical payments 

(such as a rent/continuous profit).

Building on this, Cedric Rimaud from the Climate 

Bonds Initiative explained five steps to issue Green 

Bonds: 1. Develop a green bond framework; 2. Arrange 

an external review; 3. Check for local subsidies and 

support mechanisms; 4. Issue the bond/sukuk/loan; 

5. Organize post-issuance reporting. – Successful 

examples are: Malaysia’s renewable energy Green 

Sukuk; Indonesia’s Sovereign Green Sukuk; as well 

as the United Arab Emirates’ real estate Green Sukuk.

The session concluded that a combination of 

government commitment for climate action, efficient 

management of public budgets and a growing demand 

for sustainable investments, and strong partnerships 

with stakeholders (SDG17) is key to unlocking new 

innovative financing instruments. Instruments of 

Islamic finance have the potential to support achieving 

NDCs, with a lot of synergy among Islamic finance and 

environmental/sustainability targets. The market for 

Islamic finance is growing rapidly and yet to be fully 

leveraged to help close the SDG/NDC finance gap, 

providing an additional source of funding. Especially 

the market for Green Sukuk is well-established and 

growing, providing an ideal instrument to enable 

countries to attract capital and to meet sustainable 

investment criteria at the same time.

The Asian Development Bank has issued over $6 

billion in green bonds since 2015. More than half of 

this (52%) was dedicated to the transport sector, and 

another large share (41%) to renewable energy. 6% 

went into energy efficiency and the remaining 3% 

into combined activities for renewable energy and 

energy efficiency. Overall, the session concluded 

that in the currently low interest rate environment, 

there is a big opportunity for green bonds to fund 

climate and NDC-aligned infrastructure that will help 

boost economic growth and sustainability. Potential 

issuers (including governments and companies) need 

to decide if green bonds are appropriate, because 

for some NDC-aligned policy areas they may not be 

the right funding mechanisms. Private sector issuers 

need to consider the investment returns of underlying 

projects and the suitability of green bonds based 

on their financing needs. Investors are increasingly 

looking for green assets, but will consider underlying 

investment risks, so green bonds need to make 

sense from an investment risk/return perspective.

ISLAMIC FINANCE

Facilitated by UNDP (Tiara Utami) and Indonesia 

(Eka Hendra Permana)

This session elaborate on how best to leverage 

finance schemes like Islamic Finance - including Green 

Sukuk – to unlock new and innovative financing for 

NDCs. The session started with a national example on 

financial reform in Indonesia by Eka Hendra Permana. 

She explained that energy subsidies were reallocated 

towards investments on infrastructure, health and 

education, which significantly increased since 2015. 

These measures helped making overall expenditures 

more efficient, and helped leveraging economic 

growth as well as alleviating poverty. The national 

Fossil Fuel Subsidy Reform promotes the development 

of renewable energy; subsidizes electricity for the poor 

in specific tariff groups; supports the development of 

geothermal energy; and supports the development 

of electric vehicles. – A special highlight was given to 

the Republic of Indonesia’s Green Bonds/Green Sukuk 

Framework: The proceeds of each Green Sukuk is 

exclusively used for budget allocation or subsidies 

of green projects in one of the sectors: Renewable 

energy; Clean technology for power plants; Climate 
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Challenge Buster - Developing Solutions 
for NDC Implementation

This session provided participants with an opportunity to address a specific, ongoing challenge that they are 

currently facing related to NDC implementation in their country and to develop practical advice and approaches 

for solutions. Participants worked in small groups, each focusing on a challenge identified by a participant country.

The Challenge Buster provides a process, according to which first the challenge is presented by the ‘case giver’, 

highlighting the situation to be addressed, the intention of what should be created, the edge of what needs to 

be discovered, and the help that is required. Then the colleagues in the group can ask clarification questions. 

Later the colleagues act as peer consultants and offer reflections to advise how to overcome the challenge, 

alternating with the ‘case giver’ probing this advice.

Submitted challenges included:

• Insufficient awareness of the sectorial ministries on 

climate change issues. (Afghanistan)

• How to break down NDC target into sector levels, 

province levels. (Asia Pac)

• Energy mix and diversification (Long-term power 

sector master plan solely focused on conventional 

fossil fuel). (Bangladesh)

• Limited connection between research results, 

policy formulation and actions. (Cambodia)

• Capacity building options for MRV / establishing 

GHG inventory. (DPRK)

• Political will to take decision making in democratic 

country. (India)

• Attracting the private sector to be engaged in the 

NDC implementation. (Indonesia)

• Response measures for negatively impacted 

economies are not clear. (Iran)

• Due to limited budget from the Government, 

the country is still relying on financial support to 

implement this NDC Plan. (Lao PDR)

• Inadequate resources to implement NDC. (Maldives)

• Institutionalize NDC targets. (Nepal)

• Eco-tourism should be promoted. (Pakistan)

• Grid suitability. (Palestine)

• Strengthen Public Private Partnership. (Samoa)

• Technical issues on system for renewable energy 

absorption. (Sri Lanka)

• What is the role of civil society in implementation of 

climate change strategies? (Uzbekistan)

• Revise NDC Roadmap to make it more  

realistic. (Vanuatu)

• Protracted war limits access to target places 

and blockade delays imports of green projects 

materials. (Yemen)
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Looking ahead – The Way Forward on 
NDCs: Whole of society approach for 
NDC implementation and enhancement

The session discussed within the specific regional 

contexts how to replicate enablers and overcome 

barriers for integrated approaches and multi-

stakeholder governance. The session organized 

by Ian Ponce, Megumi Endo and Judith Adrien, 

UNFCCC, aimed to sharing experiences and identify 

opportunities to help national level policymakers to 

formulate NDCs that take into account non-Party 

stakeholder inputs and efforts to enable more holistic 

implementation and a whole of society approach.

A number or scene-setter provided opening insights 

into the topic, among them Soumya Chaturvedula, 

ICLEI South Asia; Ahmad Zabri Bin Mohamed 

Sarajudin, Malaysia; Piriya Piriyakrit, YouthEN; and 

Harjeet Singh, ActionAid.

The Paris Agreement recognized the critical roles 

played by all levels of governments and stakeholders 

across sectors of industry and society. Effective 

implementation and enhancement of NDCs 

require full engagement of subnational and local 

governments as well as horizontal collaboration 

across different sectors and corresponding Ministries. 

Multilevel dialogues across all levels of governments 

and multi-stakeholder collaboration have been 

increasingly recognized as a critical tool of the 

national governments for the enhancement of NDCs 

and yielded positive outcomes in many countries.

Furthermore, an increasingly uncertain global 

environment limits the policy space to pursue and 

accelerate much-needed structural reforms. The 

demographic transition in the region is going to 

swell the ranks of the working-age population for 

many years to come, leading to a youth bulge. This 

necessitates the creation of enough decent jobs 

for those joining the labour force to prevent people 

being trapped in low-skilled, low-income and low-

value-added forms of work.

Against this socio-economic background, a multi-

level governance and integrated approach will not 

only contribute to higher ambition but also incentivize 

those actors to fully implement NDCs resulting in a 

more holistic and effective implementation, while 

contributing to economic growth and thriving 

communities. There needs to be, however, sufficient 

support, enabling environments and long-term 

strategies for capacity building, climate finance and 

predictability for local and subnational governments, 

the private sector and local communities.

During the session it was discussed within the 

specific regional contexts how to replicate enablers 

and overcome barriers for integrated approaches 

and multilevel governance. The session aimed to 

help national level policymakers to formulate NDCs 

that take into account non-Party stakeholder inputs 

and to enable more holistic implementation. The 

session also aimed to create a shared understanding 

of concrete steps towards horizontal and vertical 

collaboration to enable comprehensive NDCs that 

include non-Party stakeholder efforts for more 

holistic implementation. The idea was that national 

policymakers walk away with clear ideas on how 

to initiate (if not yet started) or enhance (if efforts 

are already underway) multilevel and cross-sectoral 

dialogue for specific policies or measures in key 

sectors in respective countries.
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Conclusions and Next Steps

This session focused on capturing insights from the 

dialogue and identifying possible next steps for 

action in the context of 2020 NDCs and the regions’ 

contributions to the Paris Agreement’s long-term goals.

Closing remarks were provided by: Raweewan Bhuridej, 

Secretary-General, Office of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Policy and Planning, Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Environment, Thailand; Alexander 

Raubold, Counsellor, Economic and Commercial 

Affairs, Germany; William Agyemang-Bonsu, Manager, 

Mitigation and Transparency Support, Mitigation, Data 

and Analysis Programme, UNFCCC; and Jaco Cilliers, 

Chief of Regional Policy and Programme Support 

Division, UNDP.

The Dialogue was seen as very timely as it was a major 

regional gathering of the climate community taking 

place just three weeks from the UN Climate Action 

Summit, hosted by the UN’s Secretary General in New 

York City. Due to its timing the Dialogue offered the 

opportunity to provide input to the global conversation 

on climate change and set the bar of ambition as high 

as possible.

Over the last two days, key reflections to accelerate 

NDC implementation include that it is essential for 

implementation to set realistic targets and to provide 

a substantial planning and evidence-based monitoring 

and evaluation process. While climate action requires 

sustained investments, behavioural change is an 

important challenge to address. NDC implementation 

needs to ensure social inclusion and gender equity, 

recognizing the need for equal capacity and opportunity 

of women and men to get involved, decide, take action, 

and lead on climate change adaptation and mitigation.

Finally, NDCs are a key enabler for transformative 

action: Sectoral transformations in energy, industry 

and transport are key entry points for low emission 

pathways. Also, Nature-Based Solutions are integral to 

climate action and sustainable development. Countries 

in the region have a lot of relevant experience to share, 

and exploring possibilities of mutual learning and 

enhanced regional cooperation might unlock additional 

climate ambition. NDCs and Long-Term Strategies 

provide an opportunity to shift away from business as 

usual; and innovation is needed for greater impact for 

climate action.

The organizers would like to thank the European Union 

and governments of Germany and Spain for their financial 

support to making this two-day dialogue possible. The 

organizers would also like to thank all partner agencies 

and countries collaborating in designing this two-day 

dialogue and sharing their experiences.

Feedback from Participants
In terms of key takeaways from the Dialogue, 

participants welcomed the country cases and the 

opportunity to network. Especially positively received 

was the input on multi-stakeholder engagement 

(including civil society and private sector, gender-

balanced participation), as well as on integrated energy 

solutions. Other topics that resonated were: making an 

economic case for climate action; how to break down 

NDC targets into local level action; as well as the need 

for a coherent regulatory framework and technology 

transfer to decrease the costs of implementation.

In terms of how to apply the takeaways in their work, 

participants highlighted sharing the takeaways with 

their institutions and networks, including: advocating 

multi-stakeholder participation in reducing emissions 

and taking action to enhance resilience; enhancing 

ambition in line with national development priorities; 

strengthening mechanisms of evidence-based 

planning and data collection.

As a participant summarized it, “Ten years ago, we 

were talking about theories, but now we have at least 

10-15 years of accumulated experience based on real 

actions.” It was worth sharing them here.
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