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African countries have shown tremendous support 
and zeal for the global climate agenda

All 54 countries have signed the Paris Agreement and over 70% have 
since ratified it

As of 4 August 2017: 195 Parties signed the 
Agreement, 158 Parties ratified.

Climate Analytics: Paris Agreement Ratification Tracker



Out of 54 INDCs, 40 African Countries 
have submitted their NDCs 

• Many African countries are making considerable progress in preparing for NDC 
implementation.
– Undertaking consultations on the implementation NDC (Mali, Namibia, Senegal, etc.)
– Developing NDC implementation plans that prioritize specific sectoral climate actions 
– Designing institutional arrangements and coordination mechanisms to support NDC work.
– Assessing how to attract or reorient investments toward climate actions
– Designing monitoring systems (MRV) to measure progress toward NDC goals

• For Many African countries NDC development is a Unique Opportunity to 
Revise INDCs and scale up ambitions
 Morocco has increased its unconditional target of reducing emissions below 

projected (BAU) levels in 2030 from 13% in the initial INDC to 17% in its  first NDC 
submitted in September 2016.

• It’s clear that action on NDCs is not just about implementing them as written, It 
is about working out how to increase their level of ambition,
– Increasing the level of policy action undertaken by governments to reflect each country’s fair 

share of efforts to meet the Paris Agreement.
– Another key prerequisite for NDC implementation is for countries to further elaborate their 

climate policy mix, actions and financing. 



Overview of African CIF countries’ (I)NDC landscape 

(AFDB, 2015) 

• Scores for the first and second 
column are generally low

• Financial needs for 
Implementing the NDCs is high

• Willingness of countries to 
utilize carbon markets for 
mitigation 

• Few African countries intend to 
aggressively contribute to 
mitigation in an unconditional 
way.

• Level of mitigation policy 
development is not correlated 
with the INDC’s degree of 
ambition. 
• Countries with a high 

unconditional ambition, but a 
low level of mitigation policy 
development are likely to face 
challenges in NDC 
implementation 

• Whereas countries with highly 
developed policies, but low-
ambition unconditional INDCs 
may not have any difficulty 

reaching the target.



Map of CIF countries in 
Africa and their (I)NDC 

targets
(AfDB, 2015)



Advancing NDC implementation in Africa

• From commitment to Action: 
– Add detail to the NDCs to go beyond political statements of intent and use them as a direct 

starting point for practical action. 

• Converting NDCs into investment plans and turn NDC concepts into actions that will set 
Africa on a low carbon and climate resilient development pathway

• Important to establish an enabling environment – political, legal, technical, 

programmatic and financial - Governments to lead with external support

– Aligning NDCs with existing national development plans, programmes and strategies.

– Mainstreaming climate change resilience into it national development activities to meet 
adaptation goals.

– Limited capacity and access to scientific knowledge and expertise to address the ramified 
impacts of climate change

– Enable national stakeholders to take far greater ownership of the development and 
implementation of the NDCs 

• Accessing adequate financing to bring to fruition the objectives and targets indicated in 

the NDCs.

– Resource Mobilization: struggling to find financial support for the implementation of their 
NAMAs, upon which the NDC is built. 

– Climate finance tracking is lacking (CPEIRs) - need to track climate finance in a consistent 
and comprehensive way to understand how many resources have been spent to achieve the 
goals set out by the NDC.



• Reinforce Link between NAP processes and NDCs 
– If approached in an integrated manner, countries’ NAP and NDC 

processes can be mutually reinforcing, helping to ensure a coherent 
approach to national adaptation planning and action.

– NAP processes can provide the conditions needed to achieve the 
adaptation goals outlined in NDCs 

– NAP processes can inform the content of future NDCs, ensuring that 
they fully reflect nationally identified adaptation needs and priorities 

– Thinking about the links between NDCs and NAPs from their beginning 
can help build the political and financial support needed 

Using NDCs, NAPs and the SDGs to Advance Climate- Resilient Development
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Indeed, NAP processes are an important part of a 

country’s effo

r

ts to imp l eme nt  the Paris Ag reeme nt . 

However, in light of adaptation not being a requirement 

in its signature vehicle—NDCs—we must ask how 

to defin

e

 the rel at ions hi p bet we en NAP and NDC 

processes? Furthermore, emphasis on integration in 

the NAP process—e.g. as a means for achieving climate-

resilient development—means we should think beyond 

the UNFCCC to the broader sustainable development 

agenda when considering how countries can best 

coordinate their effo

r

ts and ma nage the ma ny imp or tant  

international commitments to which they are parties.

This paper explores potential to leverage NAPs as 

a process through which developing countries can 

implement or identify NDC adaptation priorities, and in 

turn how countries might leverage these commitments 

to adaptation in support of achieving the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs).  

ALIG N IN G  N DC S AN D N APS:  A 
VISIO N  AN D FRAM EW O RK FO R 
AC TIO N  UN DER THE UN FC C C 1 

While a clear opportunity exists to streamline and leverage 

NDCs and NAP processes to improve adaptation planning 

and action, the starting point for doing so may not be 

entirely clear. If we understand NDC adaptation (NDC-A) 

components as setting out the high-level vision, objectives, 

and needs a country hopes to address through its 

adaptation effo

r

ts 2, and we understand NAPs as a country-

driven, national-level process to integrate adaptation into 

planning processes and implement adaptation priorities in 

the NDC (GIZ 2016), the two become mutually reinforcing. 

Two simple questions or criteria help to identify the starting 

point for linking NDCs and NAPs in a given country:

1. Is a NAP process currently underway in the country?

2. Was adaptation included in the country’s NDC?

If these questions are placed along two axes, as in Figure 

1, countries can identify the quadrant that best refle

c

ts 

their starting point, and explore how they can (or might 

eventually) link their NDC and NAP processes.

Figure 1:  A framework for Linking National Adaptation Plans (NAPs) and Nationally 

Determined Contributions (NDCs)

A framework for Linking NAPs and NDCs

www.ndcpartnership.org/perspectives



• Align development and climate change
– Be aware of the Intrinsic link between climate change and development

– NDC implementation can also serve to advance the global SDGs.

– Facilitate discussion of country-specific synergies and trade-offs between 
climate policy (Paris Agreement) and sustainable development (SDGs).

– MAPS

• Improved measurement, collection, storage, dissemination, and 
management of data.
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Figure 2: Linking NDC- As and NAPs to implement the Paris Agreement and the SDGs

climate change. Kenya is an example of a country 

including a focus on “enhancing climate proofin

g

 of 

infrastructure” in its NAP document and its NDC 

with reference to the NAP. It identifie

s

 actions rang-

ing from short-term (including risk and vulnerabil-

ity assessments), to medium-term (taking actions 

through responsible ministries, county govern-

ments, and other actors to climate proof infrastruc-

ture), to long-term (re-assessing vulnerability and 

upgrading as needed) (Kenya 2015, Kenya 2016).

 ▪ SDG 14, Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, 

seas and marine resources for sustainable devel-

opment: This goal is closely linked to the concerns 

of many coastal countries for whom target 14.2 

and its focus on strengthening resilience of marine 

resources, including key sectors like fis

h

eries, will 

be an important part of the NAP process. Sri Lanka 

is an example of a country that includes a focus on 

the coastal sector, including biodiversity, in both its 

NAP and its NDC (Sri Lanka 2016a, 2016b).

These are only a few examples of SDGs whose targets 

explicitly mention resilience or adaptation to climate 

change in key climate-sensitive sectors. Others may also 

be highly relevant to the NAP process depending on a 

country’s specific

 

vulnerabilities: for example, the health 

sector may have opportunities to link the NAP process 

and its effo

r

ts towards SDG 3 on good health and well-

being in countries that face climate impacts affe

c

ting the 

spread and prevalence of vector borne-diseases. 

Recognizing areas of alignment and mutual 

reinforcement is a starting point, however. Alignment 

must also take place operationally. That is, crosswalks 

must be established between the how priorities are 

identifie

d

, addressed, monitored and reviewed in 

a country’s SDG, NDC-A, and NAP processes. For 

Linking NDC-As and 
NAPs to implement 
the Paris Agreement 

and the SDGs
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NDC Initiatives…
• Africa NDC Hub (AfdB, WWF)

– support countries in the development of strategies and implementation mechanisms for 
their NDCs.

– technical assistance on NDC strategy development, facilitating access to climate finance, 
scientific knowledge, capacity building, peer-to-peer learning and best-practice sharing, 
monitoring and evaluation, and project origination

• African Partnership Facility for Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)

– Promote synergistic implementation of NDCs across sectors, countries

– harmonize technical approaches in a cost-effective way for implementation, monitoring, 
learning and facilitating of information-sharing

– Support the alignment of NDC with national development agendas and to facilitate the 
establishment of partnerships and collaborations, including regional approaches to NDC

– To build the capacity of State and non-State actors, national and regional institutions and provide a 
platform for skill-pooling, learning and sharing experiences on nationally determined contributions.

– develop a knowledge base and products for technical and policy support 

• NDC Partnership - Coalition of countries and institutions working together to mobilize support and 
achieve ambitious climate goals while enhancing sustainable development

• Facilitates Technical Assistance and Knowledge Sharing

• Creates and Disseminates Insightful Knowledge Products that Fill Information Gaps:

• Promotes Enhanced Financial Support for NDC Implementation

• AFD new NDC Facility: Strengthening their “climate” governance; Translating their NDCs into sectoral 
public policies, Designing transformational “climate” programmes and projects, with a priority focus on 
adaptation
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